




 

1 
 

BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL 
PRINCIPAL BENCH 

NEW DELHI 
 

 

Original Application No. 384 of 2016  
And 

Original Application No. 442 of 2016 
MA. Nos. 1247/2016 & 317/2017 

 
 
 

IN THE MATTER OF: 

1. KHALID ASHRAF  
S/o (Late) Shri Haji Mohammad Ashraf 
Lal School, Moradabad-244001 (U.P) 

 
2. SMT. RANI 

W/o (Late) Shri.Devraj 
R/o GarhiChowk, PS- Qila 
District-Bareilly, (U.P) 

Applicant(s) 

Versus 
 

1. Union of India 
Through Secretary, 
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 
Indira Paryavaran Bhavan, Jorbagh Road,  
New Delhi - 110 003 

 

2. Union Territory of Andaman & Nicobar 
Through its Administrator,  
Secretariat, Port Blair-744101 

 
3. State of Andhra Pradesh 

Through its Chief Secretary, 
Secretariat, Hyderabad, 500002 
Andhra Pradesh 

 
4. Sate of Arunachal Pradesh  

Through its Chief Secretary, 
Secretariat, Itanagar  791111 (A.P) 
Arunachal Pradesh 

 
5. State of Assam 

Through its Chief Secretary, 
Secretariat, Dispur, 781001 
Guwahati, Assam 

 
6. State of Bihar 

Through its Chief Secretary,  
Secretariat, Patna-800015, Bihar 

7. State of Chhattisgarh 
Through its Chief Secretary, 
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the Original Applications came to be filed before the 

Tribunal.  Apart from the adverse effect of Chinese 

manjha which was being directly faced by people, its non-

degradable nature adversely affected the environment, 

because large quantity of manjha was found scattered at 

every place which ultimately resulting in choking of the 

drains.  The earlier manjha which was made of cotton is 

eco-friendly as by its nature it was degradable.   

   Looking to the deep rooted tradition of kite flying in 

our country which has also become part of our various 

festivals, the ill-effects of Chinese manjha had not only 

resulted in injuries to birds, animals and human beings, 

but number of fatal accidents have also increased in large 

number, and thus interference is called for by this 

Tribunal.  It is only the manjha which is made of 

synthetic yarn and coated with synthetic material which 

is non-degradable and create menace for all.  The 

traditional manjha which is made of cotton yarn and if it 

is coated, the same is with degradable materials.  Such 

type of manjha being degradable it does not cause any 

environmental damage.  

 Therefore, we allow these Original Applications and issue 

following directions:- 

1. That there shall be a total ban on the Manjha or thread 

for kite flying which is made of nylon or any synthetic 
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material and/or is coated with synthetic substance and is 

non-biodegradable.  

2. The State Governments are directed to prohibit the 

manufacture, sale, store, purchase and use of synthetic 

Manjha/Nylon thread and all other similar synthetic 

threads, used for kite flying. 

3. All the Chief Secretaries/Administrators of the State 

Governments and Union Territories are directed to 

enforce the prohibition of manufacture and use of 

synthetic manjha/nylon thread for kite flying throughout 

their State/territories. 

4. The respondents are directed to ban import of any 

synthetic manjha/nylon thread or other similar thread 

coated with synthetic substances, in any part of the 

country.  

5. The Chief Secretaries/Administrators of all the 

States/Union Territories are further directed to send a 

copy of this order to all the district Collectors/District 

Magistrates and Superintendent of Police for its 

compliance in letter and spirit and to ensure that no 

synthetic manjha/nylon thread and also those which are 

coated with synthetic materials are purchased, sold, 

stored and used for kite flying within their area.   

6. The State Governments/Union Territories/Chief 

Secretaries/ District Collectors are directed that in case 

of violation of any of the directions given in this 
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Judgment, appropriate steps be taken against the 

defaulters under the provision of Environment 

(Protection) Act, 1986; Prevention of Cruelty of Animal 

Act, 1960; Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, the Indian 

Penal Code or any other provision of law. 

 
  There shall be no order as to cost. 

 

 
 

 
Justice Swatanter Kumar 

(Chairperson) 
 
 
 

 
Justice Raghuvendra S. Rathore 

(Judicial Member) 
 
 
 

 
Bikram Singh Sajwan 

 (Expert Member) 
 
 

New Delhi.  
Dated: 11th July, 2017 

 

 






