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Press Council of India Issues Media Guidelines for Observance during Elections

434/2023-2024

Press Council of India issued the following media guidelines on 30.07.2010 for
observance during elections :

1.

It will be the duty of the Press to give objective reports about elections and the
candidates. The newspapers are not expected to indulge in unhealthy election
campaigns, exaggerated reports about any candidate/party or incident during the
elections. In practice, two or three closely contesting candidates attract all the
media attention. While reporting on the actual campaign, a newspaper may not
leave out any important point raised by a candidate and make an attack on his or
her opponent.

. Election campaign along communal or caste lines is banned under the election

rules. Hence, the Press should eschew reports, which tend to promote feelings of
enmity or hatred between people on the ground of religion, race, caste,
community or language.

. The Press should refrain from publishing false or critical statements in regard to

the personal character and conduct of any candidate or in relation to the
candidature or withdrawal of any candidate or his candidature, to prejudice the
prospects of that candidate in the elections. The Press shall not publish
unverified allegations against any candidate/party.

. The Press shall not accept any kind of inducement, financial or otherwise, to

project a candidate/party. It shall not accept hospitality or other facilities offered to
them by or on behalf of any candidate/party.

. The Press is not expected to indulge in canvassing of a particular

candidate/party. If it does, it shall allow the right of reply to the other
candidate/party.

. The Press shall not accept/publish any advertisement at the cost of public

exchequer regarding achievements of a party/ government in power.

. The Press shall observe all the directions/ orders/instructions of the Election

Commission/Returning Officers or Chief Electoral Officer issued from time to
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