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AR fafers aRug

SIERCE]
7% faeell, 23 S, 2023

Bl 4. dIdiensg d3429 /2023 —9Rdg e uRwg fam (i fafers oRwg /wrdia fafes
URYg & AT & oY AT /[T 3R FAd Ufdar o SR R Hfgdn) 2023

o sfik genes —

fafsr gRYg & WR ¥ GuR B & oY iR IR SRRl H ddd U ifaaxnsil & ga1d gHfRad &1 &
foy e a3 g9 sfed 81 € iR MRS Yoy a1 dHeaR 4 fora 81 dTel Afdaaansii & wnfie
PR /FA AR /AT AR @ H A & oy, aRyg 1 FrafeiRad e iR R |fzdT -1 &1 Hohed
form 21w e srftrgaan arfdf s, 1961 @t et 7 (N@), @), &N), €) wufed arT 49(1)[Q), (TT=), (31TE)
@ qEd g9 Off @ & | A 9ewdt 9 oy At uReg # Adgrar gW &k o faftre uRug &k wre
fafersr aRyg &1 ¥ew 994 IR /T 99 X8 & ol AFgan &fiR sparadn MefRa &= &1 He&r 1 Sor |

qegER, SR o Iy fafere aRvg ok Wi fafere uRug & gama de drel SRIGARI & foly BB AR
HRAT & | ey SR W e Sk srivdiel & fre FrET B dOR $iR wRafad Ry 2

faferst uRvg @ el @ fog U@ emar <fear i 9A w9 HSCCM\UI 2| IegIR Wed Afdaadr e,
1961 B TR—7 FEUNE gRI—49 & Ted ARG M 99 &7 Adhed ol 2| 59 falar e g &
fou @ far fenfrdel iR FaomET ufear 3§ sMEeasd < 9 994 @ fou @ ffar e S smaeas
2|

D AT, HNcnuﬁ%ﬁqﬁwﬁgaﬁzomzﬁaﬁﬂw%ﬂﬁﬁwmé%mﬂﬁmﬁﬁ
W/Wﬁﬁﬂﬂ?ﬁwﬁsﬁﬁmﬁiﬁﬁqﬁﬁmﬁﬁ%ﬁa@ R |1 SO @R O o Srferrey
UYTg T 3T YT fUsel el OR g9 Bl AR 9T SIe |

4020 G1/2023 (5]
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AR ated ARTed & gRT giaw] &9 fafde dw&m 126 /2015 & ofg faFid 05 02 2018 & IMAR, o4
Aol By gAd A/ —ReeRe & Ry fafer aReg grr wfsd fbar sirem Siife feft S=a
IR & qd = AR B fegedn 3 3R el W S=u e & | qd IRl ¥ afed gnm ek
IR faftre uRvg o AR Hated IRed & Hdd & AJAR faid 30 12 2020 BT $9 Hae # @i o1
Ugel B AfRRIfe a) fem 7

AT Hdled <IRATrd & 31feial § JfaRad! JMded T 51257 /2023 & A=A & gdovdodio (Rifder) v
5440 /2020 & IR THOTO ST 859 /2020 Ud Re anfuer (Rifder) e 82 /2023 # vk fafers uRwg
@ g & e 3R ufear § 5 GuR oM el Adhed T O 9@t § | URYS | 39 91K 9 S 2023 Bl
1 B Hohedl R R ¥ IR B 3R 39 WRRI I9F H USRI SR BT [0l AFell Seesl & a1
foram | g9feTY, 30122020 ¥ Bt AT 9% H MG Big ;I o 9w /HAdbeq a1 yrge™, S A
dlea ~IMTer & SURTG 3MMee & fAuRd 8, &1 AR /H1 SI9 |

3EqTg—|

QT 3R AR AT—
1. o9 fafers aRwg & gama # wacmr 8 &1 araar —

Hefda oy fafers oRug # wHifead @18 W aifdaa o wra faftre ol aféfvae ds w9 offp dfdew
(FaTge) R, 2015 (FFT 90 OR ANAE) @ TR Ud faffa snaraRd <if¥addr & a1 Jel SfealRad o
Tl & o fafere uRug & gAmal # Ad<ar 89 &1 HaR BN |

2. AAGIAl M @ STAFgdIY:—

Al BIg STFaT B AURIS ATl AT JGAFT Al § I 8, Al 98 oy fAfers gRvg &1 Adar 8F &
Ay T8 BRT | Brg W ifdrgadr S IR fafers uReg M 40 (T @ dRRE | A 9N Ugd) @ dgd
fewieer 2, I fafers uRyg & gA@ @ fof Aderar =2f 8F | (8Tatife, woa fafers aRvg 39 oid &1 w1
IR Tl § AR R Y Afeaear 1 A wacrar gAl A e B |l 8, '
THRHE A U M 40 & T8d < IR &1 YA B <dl /<l ©)

3. Iy fafers aReg &1 9ew 994 & fofg Iraan—

Prs W AfRgadr S th T sruRd fSgadr g iR Il Rig aomar Tl ' iR R faelt O
rfemaTIs Afifa (Rftre uReg a1 wrda faferg uRvg & gama & 9 w8H ugal @ afy a@) w1 sfed
el a1 AT §, 9% I BT GG AST Bl EHAR SN | SIFAdT & U HERd 99 AR g™ fafdad
H=IAT YTl Udh 99 YHTOT 9 SiR Sl 81 =1fRv | = uomor o= a7 fSil & QMR R 9T AHieA BT fhar
Iy fafers oy &1 wew 8 & fofg 9 <181 AT SO | 9 Il W U™ Afaadt &1 9 e 89 @
gracie A1 VAT i oy s uRyg &l Aawy 8l a9 Fa |

4 g fafre aRYe iR WRAR g fIfrs aRYe &1 G BN & forg srirgar—

U affeaadr, fhar AT fafers uRug &1 AR 8 8Y, (6l 1 rurdicds Affd gRT &fSd T8l fdhar S
7Ry MR /a1 < g Ao TE g1 AT | GG @ 9 HEN | Uge 99 Rt dig fl TR yamfa @
MRS AT (7 AT AT | A & forg Fo FeiRa) @fdd & gmr @iy | s9s Raems g @ 9
TEN W U BIE SIAUNATHAS QAT BT AHA dfdd el B Ay | 9 Afaadr o # Fafia g
Ry iR fheft o A a1 e # 8 g1 a1y | gwaferfd favivst &1 &Rl &k arenm a1 foeft ardl &
AT # TaTE B WU H U B arer b5 1 Sifdaaar fasy Y faftrs uRyg @1 We 999 &1 urw 6 8N

fewmofi <15 fAafRkre Uy /wRA fafRie aRYg & U U6 g9 @& MG BiH H IR YT BT HictH
BT AT SR yaad /i 3R SHIGaR & 39 Al & TR | &l 8111, VAT 1 & U A6
73 @RSl wR fear S| SEiRaRy @l 8 R iR /31 Hdfda faftrs aRwg /wrdda fafersr uRwg ar
AERAT ¥ 8 & ARF—A [l fl dRE & SIFaRI U IR SUYHR AJARIAHD R RIS Hriarg
DI ST |

;:
A
%7,
|
%

g
5. faferst oRvg & aewl @ fory AR wdfar —

SIFgEIdR AT [aaRyded BT A1 Woll FHER ®I GHIRd BT AT B 9 (iR a7 sifgaadn) & uid @ve
BT B SNIC F IS ST T gHPT IR 9T <47, AT I AThUIdT 8T dRd & oXIe I a7 ey Y ardey
W—a™ & oY JaR PRAT HaraR Sl Sl 7 e, e aRemwEssy gard § SHea] & 81 Fahdl § dl
forddt faferst aRvg & AW A1 BT I HHT 2 |
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6. ¥y fafere uRve g & oy maR dfean—

% B A SRNCIR & ver ¥ dic ST & oy e AT a%g & ®U H {B W <1 AT WPHR HAT U TUR
Y IMTAROT FHT ST | 9 9ay § dig W Rrera, I odg gaa <mnf¥ex /|affa @@= o9 |
126 /2015 H A |ared AT & SMQ f&AId 05 02 2020 & ST gRT fod) & FHeT ATfdd 8l
S ®, A SRIGAN J€ PR A1 OGNl | U1 Afdd; a1 gAd & U & 918 W U 9ew @I fafrs aRve 9
gl 1 ST Ihal 2 | 39 axg b e & Ao H, sifod SETaR ST fehrad @ daR # o1, S Sy
fafersr uRye @& I & w9 # wfia favar Siree |

W BHETAR BT 3T o1, 39 HIET AT MR AT FERANTI—fARIEN A19o7 &7 SUANT Hxe1, fohedt =amamefier,
fafersr aRve ar faslt SEicaR @ Raeme mufcao=e I AFBINGRS @] A7 THGT MR I BT SYART HRAT
AT WIS S[ET AT SRAT I TAd ARMY ol fhefy ff SHiaR a1 dew @ ufdsT a1 sfd &1 Jeas
IEAMT TR HaraR 3R Y JFeR A1 ST, AR IS Harg garg afif /=randexer & wwer sifcsd wu |
AT & ST &, O U i @fag Maffed aiftd 81, a1 @ od gae =manfdeser /|/ffa 9 @afed o
faftrsr uRue a1 o faftrs oRvg & AswIaT 9 &1 9 § |

T AR, geagiee ar file WS R arRe fhar T I W SruHHSG 1 AEINGRS 7 Swiold el
a1 g A7 AifSAT A1 SHIfEAT A1 A9 39 R @ uraEl B BT B & oy U AT iR 9 Hqd &
AHAT & 3R 37 9 & T8 Ao & v va & Hhar g |

g, e A Aifsar (@, seiaci=e ar file) R U1 oI mufcaoed / AMelMeGRe e I7 9919 I7 difsar
a1 AT A1 9w A1 g Rl SReaR @1 o fafers uRug @ R At aRvg &1 9o e ¥

AT ST FhdT ¢ |

S dal g9 fegAe /Al O Afddal &1 iTar gArd ofed | A1 Ui BR Al © A1 Ife IRIT 98
TR & @ S B g e /i grn aRw ¥ R A Rfe uRug & e e & wfefd
ST AT B |

111
7. Rrerad /farel & ddy + ufear—

1Y faferst gRyg & g & SR AT SAA UBel MR DIs GRIER AT W TRV IT AR ARl & oo
& dag # Rrerd g ar e W iigaar a1 @5 | afdd, Refin iR @& Riera o) |@aar 7, sifim
foofr & forw Rrera ik o= amfial & | Avtel & Refr Siffthaxr (3mRosMo) a1 wiaetds (S i Aer
B) Dard gATd IRTEHR /AT BT FefHa #=d gu Ruie d¥m | R / Rard / RiwiRel sifFarg ar
JAThetTgd a1 QM1 # @1 S A B |

B AT TSR / GG Riapraaed! 3R SRR /Ae (ST |1 Al 81) &I IFNGdR $ IFIGdR]
RE B I Ugd A1 Rieryd W sifom ok o 9 ugel gAars &1 srawr <l | dal gAd RN/ feegmer o
0T T HROT AT | FAATS UISAT BT FIAT & IMER UR BISI6S AMS H Bl ST |

8. faferst uRyg &1 Hewrdr & geM @1 yfdpar—

e (4T fafersr URYg BT WaR VAT HaraR Rl & I I ARV YA & AT JER Aledl bl Secia
HT &, a1 fafers aRyg &1 M= 96T U9 USRI @I M @ oy ta ywdd giRd @) |dhar 7SIk sifam
o & forg v &7 dal gAra FREReT /[T B 4oNTT | Wt Ga B GAdls &I JqdR o & 918
AT AT BT &AM H dald gATd ATTMEBRYT /FAfT U1 7077 offfl 3R U AFHAl 3f7<el uriRe
BT |

Bl A IR /AT 59 Fae J Ufdear &1 fqarer MgiRd & gU U @ & faf M g |
IRV

9. R faferst aRvq & ddlg gora e affy / fEegmer—

URERIAT iR frsderar &1 JRIAT =1 & foU 3fR sraTerdl 3 Jdhedi & agard 4 g9+ & o R gara farai
& Mg fuem & fog wrd faferg oRvg @1 v gama odielin |fafa erft & A9+ g < &
wrel | WRAR fafere uRvg g1 a6 SReft foRed YRa & watea e & gd S entie g
IR ITa IS & & Yd IRIERN IR s uRvg gR1 Tidd fhy SIRAT | sug gAme |9l / feegme
gRT WIRT fB=f) 71 sifed ameer /ol &1 g9 gAma srdielia wfdfa (B wRed faftre aReg &1 g ardiel

foea 1 w81 1 A& &) & @A DHe gAd dia / CeAd & smewr /ot @1 15 AT @1 srafy & iR
ESIGIICURT I G



mailto:lfefr@U;k;kf/kdj.k

4 THE GAZETTE OF INDIA : EXTRAORDINARY [PART I11—SEC.4]

HErg g Al ok srdielia |fafa @1 Afvares W faftrs uRyg & aReR # 8/ |

e g AR omdidl & o & oy o Wi & faffa| a=meell | srdieli afifa & wwe gaars urrear
aﬁgﬁmzﬁsﬂmwmﬁﬁtﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁl UETHRI BT G & JJAR JTferbrebeliall / Adrell / STaral / Tegearl

CARCIRCCE \HI"IC'H%"I ol \ﬂlUDC'Hi"I Bl Al %\r|

ATV
fata vd daqeroT & ifvart o ud e faden—

10, (®) Reffr fifer a1 @1 9= =mTer & qd = a1 9k sif¥aadr g anfee | graife, afe Refr
aﬁmﬁwaﬁ%aﬁa&m% Eﬁfﬁﬁaqﬁqaﬁgﬂwa%mqﬁémzﬁwﬁﬁwzﬁwlﬁ
<Jrarier B Fga w1y | 9 b U fafers uRvg g =mamdien @1 Reffr offfthar iR siferdr Ml
& wY # fFgad wR a2

faftre aRug Serd g R RefiT iR &R siferdrk @1 Fgfed & ame # wRa s ukvg | aors
o Fadl © | BTlit, Ife e B, a1 39 9ey # fH fafers uReg § a8 7R faare 89 W ad gea
<JrnfdeRer /afafa Reffr  oiffer /effeadr i figad o) dadl 81 W wWal # $ad gaa
RITATRAIGROT /AT BT Smaer i &8 |

feuft.— iR fdare &1 3rf 39 faare & & el foedt Refw iR a1 sifssar a7 sice Refi ofifhar
AT PI-IffeTdR & 7 R Fewdl & 41 dam Ja9g 2l |

(@) ATTOAT BT G yfGar & NfESATTHT B S T 3R ARGARTHT BT UT—$IgT F I@T ST F; 3MR03M0 g
U UA—gISd Dald IoTg TSR /AT D1 9ol S |

(M) freer, <tfpe emifgel JaeromET gfear gRRad &= @ oy &k Jaufeal, acl, JdaM U=l T ®F &l

Jrer GARFd w1 & oy IHNEART 3R /AT S Toicl BT AAUET Bl & IMARD AFAFN H YR HIA Dl
JgAfT e < S ARy (A gadl, el I1 HaeE Udl dd Hifde Ugd UK BRA @ forg) d dieAi H,
IRBSH & 3iaR Y TEl BT T8 AdeM gA @ R 1 S & | fH B AGOET W & 9 T8l
ST &R ST SR SeiIGaRT / Toiel @ Sfgl HeRToT & <8 R, SH ®IF 9 HF A BH 9 BIT Bl I JATHR
G =12 |

@) fedt ff Adee eR a1 f&f Aeme Refim Jferl @1 e-—wbdes & xR f&n ff #ae™
U5 /IUART {6y U Ad95 @ duar & gAiw YA BRT | g9 ofamar, fafers uRvg & (SR d@ §9a 7))
JI—IR FAOET ¥ FoT B IR BRAI @M2Y, Fifdh Tg FAT | I[caroll iR W5 WG $I 9grar <l @ |

(€) fod it 9deM ®g W AdeE T B @ g Aquiedl AR Uael (@ B 8) B Adae AbeN &
TEIER ¥ i ) QAT ST | Ade™ Ry (1) S §RT UId #aqusl &l @ a<&n; (i) Se v #al &
FHol G, (iii) e #AuHl B f{A W@ AR (iv) Fal IR Udbel B Ho GEAT| 3 G fdaRon B
Seorw faferg uRvg & dfte (S v g aRug &1 il iffeRl /dvan) 8) @& Argd | Refr
MfftheR /e Refr iffher (89 WM W T8 w1 ¥9 Rerd &) g1 mgfd fhy vt IRReR () w®
frar e | VR & YRS U5 @I Ade™ SAeN gRT [AffEa sxaeRd fhar S @iy O derd
Reffr ey (er=afl) we—wiaerst # & foell va g1 evwaneRa g anfRu |

@) fodl Ml 7aeE &g /YT W AAGH D dUdl AR IRAfadHdr B Jfdd &1 & oIy, gWeR & A9y d fodl
W e & A/l § (A1 O dda RSN a1 A RefT afferl I aeme wides &) I8 9 U
TEAER 3R |a! urar ol 8 (Refir aifder) ar widers grn) o qafa g

(®) =i 1 Reafty # 9 Hagr 4 B A1 UpR &1 RIed & MR UR FAOMT DI UlBAT BN TET AT ST |

B, 3R BT IRAAD AR 2, A Thderd el ff TR & Heg & R a7 & foy fdl +ff S=iigar &
HATOET I § YR PR Bl AFAN @ Fhall &, IR Ub A9I H Uh ¥ Al ariefi Pl AT pef # yaer
PR B AFART BT &I SIRAM; IR STeg &1 Aol &1 e 3R & a8, IHGAR 8icl /S8 Ble o |

BTetifes, NFSARMH! & AeH F Udd Aq9F / Adad 93 iR Ade™ & Uifiid fag &1 SHeaR /9@ Toicl
Pl FAWHAAR s CI0dI0 Wb & ARIH A Q@RI AN 3R 50 RS axad Ua—gisd d§ dufed foar
ST =12 | AfSTUT & SRIF SHICART /$9d Usicl &l aRdfde dde e feamw fa=r aig Jdwomr =&l
@1 ST |

VI

YOO B SR heaR b IR —

11, Refr iR A sifetar il il TRE & e, FRER ke, Refr siffthar, sifeadz ar sfer dm
afe & Rgetip ARETSH m#mﬁ%ﬂﬁmﬁaaﬁ@@@ﬁaﬁﬁmﬁaﬁﬁmﬁﬂmmﬁ%aﬁ?/maﬁ

DS IHGIR AT IHBI AT AT FATd & SR Blg Yoic IaeIdh TSde! Ul B AT Fahl—qadh! R 3
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fo<T urn ST B, 91 U9 SRIGAR @) SRNGAR] WRRl & W1 Bald g RIEeRer /A B g B B
fAwIRer & o wach 2|

foreft Y SENTaR & SENART & B BT dis oY My Ref Iiifhax /affestdy & ey & uiftq & 24 &
& W) DL g1 ISR / AT gRT aIRa fBar ST smeawas 8 |

Dard G AT I IFIGAR] DI GAT B GG fUAT dHYYT MM URT PN R Raes Rravra a1 18
g

IV
faare &1 FHEE —

Brs A IHIGIR, R 9 AWl H AT F8gH BT ©, AT I Dls RIGRA o, 1 98 URUM & USRI B
15 &l & MIdR S A [ATEHReT /AR fafere uRyg &1 ARy & |\eT FA1a ATl TRR R bl
g

Bifh, Th 99 A IS TR IR & oIy, SHIGIR &I, 9 HRIAE &1 HRoT 91 41 faq Reffr
SfPER 3R /a1 Tdersd & |Her a0+ Rierad o &= el |

RIGIEIT STRI IR Al & fAaRT &1 Gerrar &, afe dig a1 |

RefT e IR Waed & ded ¥ Te IR VAl Rerd Ui 89 & 91, Ref siffery &k /ar
RIdeTds HafOd SIS /RS BT GRIAT IHReT 3 @ & oIy BReld &I ey SNl &R Adhd o |
ErRY B dede e @ SFT A2Y) O gaE AifEer B gAads b SR dad gad
TATfHRoT / FRfY gRT H ff /I ST A B

FATI—-VIII

12 AY_ fAmEe 2015 T AFER \ded <OrETed & oo (Rifdd) dw@m 126 /2015 iR Re ufew™
(Fafaer) A= 82 /2023 R fafers uRvg wfidfrae de wN ife Ufded (Fams) fem, 2015 # f=foRaa
98T &I ST ST |

UifTe AT oW 39 UaR 8-

"FrRA—8(Q)—og fafers uRug STeg o Sios Wafdd wRier ars! / fAvafduradl &f S@mda & forg y\moma=t @l
BT gt worT | s fafers uRvg w@mee & RUIE @ R WR AT fofa onft | afe &8 wwror o3 et
AT Sl AT ST AT AT T el ® A7 AfAfSw=g urr Sirar g, O Sefdd o fafts uRvg aRddg fafrs

IRYg & A H @l IR IR fafers uRuyg U Afdd &1 Garg &1 aHR o & IURI 9 Afdad ol
W Srferaarell @ g & geT < |

Tg W fear Srar € & &g o wor g ar S, afe g8 urn oiar @ 6 ddfea 9/ favafdurem g
Fead F8) fhar a1 ® a1 afe garr uF A1 S I WRGR gRT 9=udT U s/ favafdurera gRr oIy =8t
far T 8, @ U gAor uF ar Sl Ardr ot q@l § al Mg AT SeIT 3R UM Jfdd @ A
Srferaarell @ AMdel | gl fAAT SIRATT | Adhell AT 3T AT ARATIAT 9T {3 a1 YAoME gRa®! & ge™
@ foIg 39 UTae &1 ydeardy y9rg 8N |

AHEITI—1X
fafaer
13, 991 T ARG yHTa—
s fEl & urgal @1 g fafere aRvg o wRd fafere oRvg & gamal @ wdy # wrdr faftrg aRwg
feft o oo faferg aRvg & e ¥ daed / fFrawl W aads gvma 8 |

14 wfearsal &1 e —

s Fml & ored, S, Mues & IR H BT A Fag A1 f9are & 9l W, WRa faftre aRug U9 g8l @
fogem & forg sifem wiftrexor g ok s iy sifaw B |

ST A, Ao
[FersTTaret-111/4/51T./223/2023-24]
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BAR COUNCIL OF INDIA
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 23rd June, 2023

F. No. BCI1:D:3429/2023.—Bar Council of India Rules (for qualification/Disqualification and produce for
election and code of conduct for the elections of S.B.C/B.C.1.) 2023

Rules and Amendments: -

In order to improve the standard of the Bar Councils and to ensure the elections only of practicing Advocates as
Member of Bar Councils, who have no bad antecedents and to stop the inclusion/election and/or continuation of
Advocates having criminal antecedents or misconduct, the Council has resolved to make the following Rules and
Code of conducts. The Rules are being framed under Section 7(1)(b), (d), (g), (e) read with Section 49(1)(a), (ah), (i)
of the Advocates Act, 1961. The Hon’ble Members also raised the issue of laying down the qualifications and
disqualifications for being a voter in the State Bar Council and for becoming and/or remaining a Member of State Bar
Council and Bar Council of India.

Accordingly, the office has framed and proposed the Rules for such qualifications and disqualifications and also
certain Code of Conduct has been provided for the candidates contesting the elections of State Bar Council and Bar
Council of India.

A Code of Conduct is also equally important for the Members of Bar Councils. The House accordingly resolves to
make the following Rules under Section-7 r/w Section-49 of the Advocates’ Act, 1961. Besides some mandatory
guidelines for fair election and to avoid unnecessary delays in counting process are also necessary to be considered,
which are prescribed herewith.

Further, the Bar Council of India vide its resolution dated 9th June 2023 has resolved that any other previous Rules/
provisions in this regard, which are in anyway contrary or are in conflict with these Rules, shall be deemed to have
been repealed, and these Rules shall have overriding effect over all other previous Rules.

As per the verdict of Hon’ble Supreme Court dated 5.2.2018 passed in T.C. No. 126 of 2015, the three men-Central
Election Committees/Tribunals headed by a former Chief Justice of some High Court and consisting of two former
Judges of any High Court(s) was to be constituted by the Bar Council of India; and the B.C.I. has already notified
Rules in this regard vide Notification dated 30.12.2020 in accordance with the verdict of Hon’ble Apex Court. The
part of those Rules which are not in any way contrary to this Rules shall remain operative.

In order to bring certain reforms in the Rules and procedure of elections of Bar Councils, these resolutions were also
brought on record of Hon’ble Supreme Court of India vide [.A. No0.51257 of 2023 in M.A. No. 859 of 2020 in S.L.P.
(C) No. 5440 of 2020 and in W.P. No. 82 of 2023. The Council, thereafter, reconsidered all these Resolutions again
on 9th June, 2023 and the decision to get it published in Official Gazette was taken after minor modifications.
Therefore, any other previous Rule/resolution or provision notified prior or subsequent to 30.12.2020, if is contrary to
the above order of Hon’ble Apex Court, shall be treated to have been repealed.

Chapter-I
Qualifications and disqualifications:-
1. Qualifications for being a voter in the elections of State Bar Council: -

Any Advocate enrolled with the concerned State Bar Council who is a regular practitioner as per Bar Council of India
Certificate and Place of Practice (Verification) Rules, 2015 (as amended from time to time) shall be entitled to be a
voter in the elections of Bar Council subject to other conditions mentioned herein.

2. Disqualifications for being a voter: -

If an Advocate is a convict in any Criminal Case or in Contempt Case, he/she shall not be qualified to be a voter of
State Bar Council. Any Advocate who is a defaulter under Rule-40 of Bar Council of India Rules (prior to nine
months from the date of election) shall not be a voter for the elections of State Bar Council. (Howere, the State Bar
Council may waive this condition and include the name of any Advocate in th list of voter, if he/she clear the dues
under Rules 40 before the publication of final elctorla roll)

3. Qualification for being a Member of State Bar Council(s):-

Any Advocate who is a regular practitioner and not a convict and who has not been punished by any Disciplinary
Committee (of Bar Council or Bar Council of India till the period before 9 months of the election), shall be entitled to
contest the election of State Bar Council. The Advocate should have a valid certificate & degrees duly recognized by
concerned State Government. Any enrolment procured on the basis of an invalid certificate or degree shall not be
treated to be valid for being a Member of any State Bar Council, irrespective of the inclusion of such Advocate on the
State-roll.
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4. Disqualification for being a Member of State Bar Council(s) and Bar Council of India: -

An Advocate, for being a Member of any Bar Council should not have been punished by any Disciplinary Committee
and/or should not be a convict. There should be no Criminal case of serious nature (prescribing punishment for 7
years or more) pending against him/her prior to 9 months of the election. There should be no Disciplinary Committee
Case pending before 9 months of election against him/her. He/she should be regular in practice and should not be in
any other job or occupation. Any Advocate doing work of Handwriting expert or appearing as a witness in support of
any litigant, shall not be eligible to be a Member of any Bar Council.

NOTE:- The nomination form of every such election of State Bar Council/Bar Council of India should contain the
column to the aforesaid effect and the proposer/seconder and the candidate shall be required to make the declarations
in accordance with these Rules, failing which the nomination paper shall be rejected. Any concealment shall attract
appropriate disciplinary and criminal action, besides the cancellation of candidature and/or removal from Membership
of concerned Bar Council/Bar Council of India.

Chapter-II
5. Code of Conduct for Members of Bar Council:-

Flashing/Publishing any fake news wilfully or deliberately OR propaganda making any dirty or threatening statement
with ulterior motive to malign image of anybody (Judge or Advocate), or with an intent to gain cheap popularity or for
any illegal self-gain shall amount to misconduct, which may result in cancellation of candidature in election or
removal of a Member from any Bar Council.

6. Code of Conduct for State Bar Council Elections:-

A. Offering or accepting anything either in cash or in kind for casting vote in favour of any candidate shall be treated
to be a serious corrupt practice. Any complaint in this regard, if proved before the Central Election
Tribunal/Committee (constituted vide Notification as per order of Hon’ble Apex Court in T.C. Case No. 126/2015
dated 5th February, 2020) shall result in cancellation of the candidature of such person; or such member may also be
removed, from the Bar Council, even after result of election. In case of such removal, the last candidate who was in
the queue of elimination, shall be inducted as a Member of State Bar Council.

B. Taking shelter of mal-practice, using hate speech or anti-national or anti-institutional speech, using offensive or
defamatory words or threatening words against any Judge, Bar Council or any candidate or making false or vague or
bald allegation with an intent to damage the reputation or image of any candidate or Member shall be treated to be
serious misconduct and corrupt practice; and if proved finally before the Central Election Committee/Tribunal, such
conduct/practice may debar such candidate from contesting election; And if any such person has been declared
elected, the Central Election Tribunal/Committee may remove such person from the membership of the Bar Council
or Bar Council of India.

C. Any offensive or defamatory or provocative message or statement or video or audio or speech made viral on social,
electronic or print media may be a material and substantive evidence to attract the provisions of these Rules and may
be sufficient for the punishment under these Rules.

D. Any such offensive/defamatory message or statement or video or audio or speech or threat on any media (social,
electronic or print) may disqualify a candidate from becoming a Member of State Bar Council or Bar Council of India.

E. The Central Election Tribunal/Committee may also debar such persons from contesting the next election or if the
charges are very serious, he/she may be debarred from contesting any election of any Bar Council in future by the
Central Election Tribunal/Committee.

Chapter-I11
7. Procedure regarding complaint/ disputes: -

The complaint of mal or corrupt practice or violation of Code of Conduct if made during or prior to the election of
State Bar Council, may be made by any Advocate or anybody to the Returning Officer who shall report the matter to
the Returning Officer (R.O.) or Observer and the R.O. or the Observer (as the case may be) shall refer the matter to
the Central Election Tribunal/Committee alongwith the complaint and the other materials for the final decision. The
complaints/Reports/Recommendations may be made online or offline or both.

The Central Election Tribunal/Committee shall give the complainant and the candidate/member (as the case may be)
an opportunity of hearing before cancelling the candidature of the candidate or before taking a final decision on the
complaint. The Central Election Commission/Tribunal shall assign the reason for its decision. The hearings shall be
made in hybrid mode depending on the convenience of the parties.

8. Procedure for removal from Membership of Bar Council: -
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If the Member of any Bar Council commits such misconduct or adopts corrupt practice or violates the Code of
Conduct, as presecrbed under chapter-I1 of these Rules, the General House of Bar Council may pass a resolution for
the removal of such member and refer the matter to Central Election Tribunal/Committee for its final approval. The
Central Election Tribunal/Committee shall take its decision on the matter of approval or disapproval after giving an
opportunity of hearing to the concerned Member and shall pass a seasoned order.

The Central Election Tribunal/Committee shall frame its own Regulations laying down the details of procedure in this
regard.

Chaper-1V
9. Central Election Appellate Committee/Tribunal of Bar Council of India:-

In order to secure transparency and fairness and also to avoid the multiplicity of litigations in courts and for early
disposal of the election disputes, there shall be an Election Appellate Committee of Bar Council of India consisting of
a former Judge of Supreme Court of India to be nominated by Bar Council of India in consultation with Hon’ble the
Chief Justice of India and two former Judges of High Court(s) to be nominated by Bar Council of India. Any final
order/decision passed by the Central Election Committee/Tribunal can be challenged before this Election Appellate
Committee (which may also be called the Election Appellate Tribunal of Bar Council of India) within a period of 15
days of the order/decision of Central Election Committee/Tribunal.

The Central Election Committee and the Appellate Committee shall have their secretariate in the premises of Bar
Council of India.

The Appellate Election Committee shall frame its own Regulations for the disposal of appeals. The hearings before
the Appellate Committee shall be in Hybrid Mode depending upon the convenience of the parties. The pleadings of
petitioners/appeals/Replies/Rejoinders may be online or offline as per convenience of the parties.

Chapter-V
Mandatory Rules and Guidelines for election and counting:-

10. (A) The Returning Officer should be either a former Judge of High Court or a Senior Advocate. However, if the
Returning Officer is a Senior Advocate, the Bar Council should appoint a former Judge of High Court as the Observer
for the election. Provided that a Bar Council can appoint former Judges as Returning Officer and Observer both.

The Bar Council may consult the Bar Council of India in the matters of appointments of Returning Officer and
Observer, if need be. However, if required, the Central Election Tribunal/Committee may also appoint Returning
Officer/Observer, when there is any serious dispute in any Bar Council in this regard. The Order of Central Election
Tribunal/Committee shall be final in such matters.

NOTE: Serious dispute means a dispute where there is a sharp division among the members on the name of any
Returning Officer or Observer or Assistant Returning Officer(s) or Co-observers.

(B) The entire process of the counting of votes is to be videographed and the videography is to be kept in a pen-drives;
one pen-drive shall be sent to the Central Election Tribunal/Committee by the R.O..

(C) In order to ensure fair, but, peaceful counting process and to ensure safety of ballot boxes, packets, voting papers,
strong-rooms, the candidates and/or their agents should not be permitted to enter into the counting hall’s internal
sections (or to have physical access to the boxes, packets or voting papers). They shall not enter in the cabins, inside
barricade where voting papers are counted. Nobody should be allowed to go near the counting staff; and the
candidates/agents should keep at least a distance of 9 feet away from the place where the counting is takes place.

(D) The signature of either polling officer or any Assistant Returning Officer or Co-observer shall be sufficient proof
the validity of any voting paper/used ballot paper. Moreover, the Bar Councils should (as far as is practicable) try to
avoid the booth-wise counting, as it encourages groupism and nepotism in the Institution.

(E) After the voting is complete on any polling booth, the ballot boxes and packets (if any), shall be sealed with the
signature of polling officer. The polling officer will mention the details of (i) Total number of ballot papers received
by them; (ii) Total number of votes polled; (iii) Total number of unused ballots; and (iv) Total number of boxes and
packets. All these details shall be mentioned on a register (page) supplied by the Returning Officer/Assistant
Returning Officer (at the place where strong room is located) through the Secretary of Bar Council (who is a
permanent Officer/employee of the State Bar Council). The relevant page of register should be duly signed by the
polling officer or should be signed by any one of the Assistant Returning Officer(s) or any one of the Co-Observers.

(F) In case of any dispute with regard to signature (either of polling officer or of Assistant Returning Officer or of
Assistant Observer) any one signature if found genuine (by the Returning officer or Observer) shall be sufficient to
prove the validity and genuineness of the polling at any polling station/booth.

(G) In no event the process of counting shall be stopped on the basis of any sort of complaint in this regard.

Provided that, if there is a genuine demand, the Observer may permit any candidate to enter into counting place in
order to remove any sort of doubt. But not more than one candidate shall be permitted to enter the counting hall at one
time; And soon after verifying the things, the candidate shall leave the hall/place.
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Provided further that, through videography each ballot/voting paper and the relevant mark of voting shall be shown to
the candidates/their agents through as many TV Screen(s) as required and it should be recorded and stored in pen-
drives. No counting shall be held without showing the actual voting mark(s) to the candidates/their agents in course of
videography

Chapter-VI
Consequences of Misconduct during counting: -

11. The Returning Officer or the Observer may recommend the cancellation of the candidature of anyone who is
found to indulge in any sort of hooliganism, baseless protest, shouting slogans against the Returning Officer, Observer
or counting team etc. and/or if any candidate or his agent is found to indulge unnecessary disturbance causing hurdle
or in manhandling or marpit either in course of counting or the election, the candidature of such candidate may be
recommended for cancellation to the Central Election Tribunal/Committee along with the materials.

Any order of cancellation of candidature of any candidate shall be required to be passed by the Central Election
Tribunal/Committee within 24 hours of receipt of order of Returning Officer/Observer.

The Central Election Committee shall pass its reasoned order after hearing the candidates against whom the complaint
is made.

Chapter-VII
Resolution of Dispute:-

Any candidate, if feels aggrieved, or has any complaint in these matters may file an election petition before the
Central Election Tribunal/Committee of Bar Council of India within 15 days of publication of result.

However, for filing a valid election petition, the candidate shall be required to lodge his complaint before the
Returning Officer and/or the Observer on the same day when the cause of action arises.
The complaint shall disclose details of grounds and the evidence, if any.

Once such complaint is received in the office of Retuning Officer and the Observer, the Returning Officer and/or the
Observer may issue an Order to the Office to keep the concerned Documents/ Register in safe custody (with the xerox
copy to be kept in sealed cover), which may be called for by Central Election Tribunal/Committee anytime during the
hearing of Election Petition.

Chapter-V1lI

12. In order to make the verification Rules 2015 more effective and purposeful in the light of the order (s) of Hon’ble
Supreme Court in T.C. (Case) No. 126/2015 and W.P. No. 82/2023 following Rule — 8A is being added herewith in
Bar Council of India Certificate and Place of Practice (verification) Rules, 2015

The relevant amended Rules shall be as follows: -

Rule — 8(A) :-The State Bar Council shall send the xerox copies of certificates for verification to the concerned
Examination Boards/Universities at the earliest. The State Bar Council shall take its decision on the basis of report of
verification. If any certificate is found to be fake or forged or unrecognised or invalid, the concerned State Bar
Council shall bring into the notice of the Bar Council of India and Bar Council of India shall remove the name of such
person from the roll of advocates after giving him/her an opportunity of being heard.

It is made clear that any certificate or degree, if it is found to be not verified by the concerned Board/University or if
the certificate or degree is issued by a Board/University not recognised by the State Govt., such certificate or Degree
shall be treated to be invalid; and the name of such person shall be removed from the roll of Advocates. This provision
shall have retrospective effect in order to remove the holders of fake or invalid or unrecognised degrees or certificates.

Chapter-I1X
Miscellaneous
13. Rules to have overriding effect:-

The provisions of these Rules shall have overriding effect over all the previous resolutions/rules or rules of Bar
Council of India or any other State Bar Council with regard to elections of State Bar Council or Bar Council of India.

14. Removal of difficulties:-

In case of any doubt or dispute as to the meaning, interpretation, execution of these Rules arises, the Bar Council of
India shall be the final authority to settle such issues and its decision thereon shall be final.

SRIMANTO SEN, Secy.
[ADVT.-111/4/Exty./223/2023-24]
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