IS 17899 T : 2022 ASSESSMENT OF BIODEGRADABILITY OF PLASTICS IN
VARIED CONDITIONS

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTION

Q 1 What is provisional Standard?

A Tentative/ Provisional Indian Standard are prepared when urgently needed but its technical
accuracy cannot be established on account of technology being new or not having been proven
commercially.

Q 2 What is the urgent need for the standard?

In draft Plastic Waste Management Rules (PWM) 2022 and EPR guidelines, it has been
mentioned that Biodegradable Plastics to be certified as per the standard published by Bureau
of Indian Standards. Therefore, to ensure the compliance of PWM Rules, the standard has been
published urgently.

Q 3 What would be the validity period of the standard?

This standard will be valid for 2 years for now, however, before its expiry period, the standard
would be reviewed by the Sectional Committee and will be established as regular standard.
However, if the Sectional Committee is of the opinion that such standard should not be
established, with or without modification, as a regular Indian Standard, then this provisional
Indian Standard shall lapse after its validity period of 2 years.

Q 4 For what conditions, this standard is applicable?

This standard is applicable for assessment of biodegradability of plastics in aqueous condition,
soil condition, municipal solid waste condition and composting condition.

Q 5 For what conditions, this standard is not applicable?

This standard is not applicable for assessment of biodegradability of plastics in marine
condition.

Q 6 Is the compostable plastics covered under the scope of this standard?

The Assessment of biodegradability of plastics in composting condition is given in the
standard, however if the assessment is done under composting conditions, the plastics will be
certified as compostable plastics, as per IS/ISO 17088 : 2021.

Q 7 What about the microplastics in final biomass obtained after biodegradation phase?

Currently, there are no validated test methods available for testing of microplastics. The test
methods will be introduced in the standard once available. However, till the validated test



methods are not available, the 90 percent biodegradation shall be considered as a safe threshold
to rule out the presence of microplastic.

Q 8 There are 7 test methods are given for determination of biodegradability of plastics
under aerobic and anaerobic conditions, how many test are to be done to ensure the

biodegradability?

Any one of the test methods can be used for determining the biodegradability of plastics under
that specified conditions.

Q 9 Is this Indian Standard covers durability aspects of plastic material?
No, this provisional Indian Standard does not cover durability aspect.
Q 10 Would this standard be applicable for ISI mark?

No, this Provisional Indian Standard would not be applicable for Standard Mark i.e., ISI Mark.

This provisional Indian Standard is freely available on BIS website. To download the standard,
click the link given below:

Download Link : https://standardsbis.bsbedge.com/
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